Pratia irrigua (R. Br.) Benth. is currently regarded as a vulnerable Tasmanian endemic (Briggs & Leigh 1988; Kirkpatrick et aL 1991) . As recently as the early 19705, it was known only by the type specimen collected by Robert Brown from the islands of the Kent Group. Four contemporary collections of P. irrigua are housed at the Tasmanian Herbarium, though in some cases they have been referred somewhat hesitantly to that species (A.M. Buchanan, pers. comm.) . Two of these specimens, collected by]. Whinray from Deal and Long Islands, are depicted in Curtis & Stones (1973) and look suspiciously similar to forms of P. platycalyx (F. MueH.) Benth., a species found in Victoria, SouthAustralia and T asm::.nia. A brief study was undertaken to determine whether P. platycalyx and P. irrigua are distinct species or whether they are simply forms of one variable taxon.
Published taxonomic treatments of Pratia (e.g. Bentham 1868 , Curtis 1963 , Wimmer 1943 separate P. irriguaand P. platycalyx on the basis of leaf shape and pedicel length; the former have ovate or orbiculate leaves and sessile to subsessile flowers, the latter have linear to obovate leaves and flowers with longer pedicels (at least half as long as the leaves or at least as long as the fruit).
Despite the minimal material and rather poor condition of Brown's type of Pratia irrigua, it has been possible to confirm that the specimens have flowers with short pedicels 1-2 mm long and possess some leaves that are orbiculate. However, the leaves are not uniformly orbiculate, nor are they ovate as previously described, but vary in shape from oblanceolate-spathulate to lanceolate. Although most of the leaves on the rype are broad, the few intact expanding distal leaves are considerably narrower, suggesting that leaf shape may well be related to stage of growth. The small leaf size and short internodes also give one the impression that the specimens were collected from a stunted, perhaps juvenile (or resprouting) plant.
Examination of herbarium specimens of P. platycalyx at the National Herbarium of Victoria (including syntypes) and populations in situ has shown it to be an extremely variable species. Most specimens have oblanceolate-elliptic leaves but shape varies from linear to orbiculate. Leaf indumentum and the degree of marginal toothing are similarly variable. As in the type of P. irrigua, leaf polymorphism appears to be at least partly related to the stage of growth, as evidenced by the generally broader lower leaves. Environmental conditions also appear to influence leaf size and shape. Plants from more exposed sites subject to higher levels of salinity tend to have shorter ± broader leaves. When plants from such sites are transferred to containers and irrigated with fresh water, subsequen t growth has considerably longer, relatively narrower foliage. Pedicel length is similarly variable, ranging from 0.5-20 mm long. However, variation in pedicel length does not appear to be so clearly linked to stage of growth or environmental conditions.
From the level of variation observed in P. platycalyx, it is clear that the two characters used to distinguish it from P. irrigua are not reliable. Leaf shape and pedicel length in P. platycalyx can vary enormously within a population or within an individual plant. Furthermore, as leaf shape and pedicel length vary independently, there is no consistent correlation between short, broad leaves and short pedicels, or conversely, between narrower leaves and long pedicels.
As the type of P. irrigua is encompassed in the level of variation found in P. platycalyx, the two are here regarded as conspecific, the earlier published name P. irrigua having priority. A description of the more broadly circumscribed P. irrigua is here presented. 
